
 

 

 

The purpose of a law enforcement policy is to define the protocol for implementing the 

lethality assessment while on-scene of a domestic violence incident and to identify potential 

risk of future danger in intimate partner violence cases.  The procedures in the two examples 

linked below can be adapted and amended to fit the law enforcement agency’s needs. The 

protocols will vary depending on the tool used, and resources available in the community.  

 

Key points to consider when developing a policy: 

• The lethality assessment will be voluntarily administered to victims or alleged 

victims encountered by law enforcement personnel during the investigation of 

intimate partner violence cases. 

• Develop a follow-up protocol that prioritizes victim safety and confidentiality if the 

law enforcement agency will be conducting follow-up with the victim after the 

completion of the lethality assessment.  

• Develop the protocol for delivering the completed lethality assessment to all 

necessary parties in time to be used for decision-making.  

• Develop protocol, in accordance with the HRT, on how the completed assessment can 

be accessed by prosecutorial staff, judicial staff, community-based and/or systems-

based advocates, and the HRT coordinator.  

• Incorporate an officer’s appropriate use of the lethality assessment into performance 

feedback. Supervisors could observe officers using the lethality assessment on-scene, 

evaluate the law enforcement officer’s use of the lethality assessment, provide 

feedback, and/or include in performance reviews. 

• Consider including the victim’s report of what they experienced before the law 

enforcement officer arrived, and perpetrator behavior the officer observed on-scene, 

in the officer’s report. 

• Incorporate the use of the lethality assessment in the law enforcement agency’s 

quality control process. This could include reviewing: 

o If lethality assessments are being completed consistently with every intimated 

partner violence related incident; and  

o How law enforcement officers are utilizing and reporting the information 

gathered from the lethality assessment. 

 
 

Burlington, Vermont Police Department Directive 

Connecticut Police Response To Crimes of Family Violence - Model  

 

 

Law Enforcement Policy for On-Scene Lethality Assessment 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fsa%3Dt%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dweb%26cd%3D%26ved%3D2ahUKEwin4Z_KoZL7AhVEIn0KHRHNBlE4ChAWegQIGRAB%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.burlingtonvt.gov%252Fsites%252Fdefault%252Ffiles%252FPolice%252Ffiles%252FDD21.01%252520-%252520Domestic%252520Violence%252520Response.pdf%26usg%3DAOvVaw0ahU-34HiO1pC0ydhIpkVB&data=05%7C01%7CJuliene.Maska%40ks.gov%7C5281a0c2a7e04c3cb4ff08dabdc75faf%7Cdcae8101c92d480cbc43c6761ccccc5a%7C0%7C0%7C638030961240312407%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tTVq5sDRtbBNKlaJm%2B6nt2R1vON6Jh%2BakYe6iFDvx9o%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fsa%3Dt%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dweb%26cd%3D%26ved%3D2ahUKEwjPhKPioJL7AhWJCTQIHbmWA_UQFnoECBEQAQ%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fportal.ct.gov%252F-%252Fmedia%252FPOST%252FGENERAL_NOTICES%252F2017%252FMAY2017REVISIONAdvisoryModelPolicyDVLethalityAssessmentProgrampdf.pdf%253Fla%253Den%26usg%3DAOvVaw2EqedJ3eMZ2ItveGs0bxqr&data=05%7C01%7CJuliene.Maska%40ks.gov%7C5281a0c2a7e04c3cb4ff08dabdc75faf%7Cdcae8101c92d480cbc43c6761ccccc5a%7C0%7C0%7C638030961240312407%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3eBa5FRccKsg9EOUn1EokUVg68lZ3CQxmNo33wXXwpA%3D&reserved=0

